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Almost from the beginning of the railway age, toy trains have captured the imagination of 
generations of children and adults. The exhibition showcases up to 150 miniature trains 
from the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences’ extensive collection. Toy Trains is part of 
the Recollect series, a series of displays developed by MAAS to reveal the breadth and 
scope of our extraordinary collections.  
 
The majority of the toy trains, buildings and accessories in this exhibition are printed tinplate 
made between 1880 and 1960 by English manufacture Hornby, and German makers Bing 
and Marklin. They represent trains of the steam era available for sale from Australian 
retailers.  
 
Early toy trains around the 1850s were made from wood, tin or lead and their inspiration 
were the early locomotives and carriages running on the earliest commercial railways in 
Britain.  Germany’s first commercial railway ran between Furth and Nuremburg, the latter a 
town that had long been a famous toy-making centre, and most specifically the company, 
Gebruder Bing. Early toy trains were either push-along, flywheel (ie. friction drive still used 
today) or steam.  
 
Exhibition content supplied by MAAS 

 Up to 150 toy trains and accessories  

 Title wall panel, introduction panel and labels 

 Showcases for display of the toy trains 
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Support material 

 Media kit with media release, select promotional images with captions and template 
electronic print advertisements 

 Invitation template for printing and electronic template for email 
 
MAAS staff 
One staff member to assist with the object installation and dismantle 
 
Exhibition venue requirements 

 100 – 150 square metres 

 Standard museum and gallery environmental conditions 

 
Host venues obligations 

 Dock and gallery access that will allow for movement of crates, plinths, showcases 
and other exhibition furniture. 

 Storage space for crates (approximately four object crates) 

 Staff to assist with the loading and unloading of the truck and set up of the gallery 
space (two people able to lift) 

 Experienced staff or approved volunteers to assist the Museums exhibition team 
with handling and installing objects. 

 One staff member to counter sign condition reports. 

 Provide a high level of security to ensure the safety of the collection. 

 Environmental conditions as noted above. 

 Provide a facility report for MAAS approval to host the exhibition. 
 
Availability 
From September 2016 
 
Participation fee and costs 
$3,000 ex GST 
Plus MAAS staff per diem, travel and accommodation costs  
Exhibition freight 
 
 
 
Expressions of interest 

MAAS is seeking feedback from venues interested in hosting Toy trains.  If you would like to 

put in an EOI or have any questions please contact Niki Mortimer at  

 

TravellingExhibitions@phm.gov.au 

 

Expressions of Interest close on Wednesday 9 March 2016.  We will then review all 

submissions. 
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