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NEW INTERNATIONAL ROLE FOR MAAS DIRECTOR ROSE HISCOCK 
 
The Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences today announced that its Director, 
Rose Hiscock will step down at the end of this year to take up a new 
international science leadership role in 2016. 
 
The President of the Museum’s Board of Trustees, Professor John Shine AO 
today thanked Ms Hiscock for her significant contribution as Director of the 
Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (MAAS), which includes the 
Powerhouse Museum and Sydney Observatory. 
 
Ms Hiscock has been appointed as the inaugural Director of Science Gallery 
Melbourne.   
 
Professor Shine said Ms Hiscock has transformed MAAS during her time as 
Director and will be missed by the Museum’s staff and volunteers. 
 
“Rose Hiscock has done an outstanding job steering the Museum of Applied 
Arts and Sciences through a period of significant change,” said Professor 
Shine. 
 
“She has achieved major reforms that have helped turn the Museum into a 
dynamic and contemporary venue, resulting in greater visitor numbers and 
sponsorship over the last two years.” 
 
“Rose has energised the Museum, which has delivered 18 great new 
exhibitions, launched a new Centre for Fashion and witnessed a five-fold 
increase in objects put on display during her time.” 
 
The Deputy Premier and Minister for the Arts, Troy Grant also congratulated 
Ms Hiscock today on her accomplishments at MAAS.  
 
“Rose has done an outstanding job creating a new vision and growth platform 
for the Museum as Director,” said Mr Grant. 
 
“As well as bringing great international exhibitions to NSW she has ensured 
more of the State’s extraordinary collection is on display.” 
 



	

	

“She has laid strong foundations to support the Government’s vision for a new 
Powerhouse Museum in Parramatta, which will become a remarkable cultural 
institution for Sydney’s west.” 
 
“As we move towards a final decision on the location for the Powerhouse, 
Rose’s departure will provide her successor with a great opportunity to shape 
and build an iconic museum for the future.” 

“I wish Rose the best of luck in her new role.” 

Ms Hiscock today thanked the NSW Government, MAAS President and Board 
of Trustees, staff, volunteers, MAAS partners and stakeholders for their strong 
support during her time as Director. 

“The last two and a half years have been immensely rewarding for me and I’m 
very proud of MAAS’ achievements,” said Ms Hiscock. 

“It will be sad to go, however I will leave at the end of the year knowing the 
Museum is in great shape to embrace an exciting phase in its future.” 

“I pay particular tribute to the highly skilled and creative MAAS staff and 
volunteers who have made the Museum what it is today.” 

“I would also like to thank the Museum’s partners, members, local 
communities and visitors who have supported us so strongly along the way.”  

Dolla Merrillees, MAAS’ Director Curatorial, Collections and Exhibitions, will 
act as Director following Ms Hiscock’s departure, until the appointment of a 
permanent replacement. The NSW Government will commence the search 
process immediately. 
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