
Welcome to the Powerhouse 
Museum, where you will see an 
extraordinary array of treasures 
across decorative arts and 
design, science, technology, 
space and transport. We have  
an ever-changing program of 
exhibitions, programs and  
events and a range of inspiring 
permanent displays.

Want to know more about the 
objects you’ve seen today? Visit 
the Museum’s website and 
explore our collection online: 
maas.museum/collection
  
You can also find out more  
about our other venues Sydney 
Observatory in the historic  
Rocks area and the Museums 
Discovery Centre at Castle Hill.

Welcome
Comments?
Your comments help us to 
improve our services. Ask for a 
comments form at the admission 
counter.

Contact
Telephone: (02) 9217 0111 
Members: (02) 9217 0600 
Bookings: (02) 9217 0222

Opening hours
10.00 am – 5.00 pm daily  
(closed Christmas Day)

Address 
500 Harris Street  
Ultimo NSW 2007

Information correct at time  
of printing, November 2016, but  
may be subject to change. Go to  
maas.museum/phm for updates.

Cover image: from Egyptian Mummies: 
Exploring Ancient Lives, a temple 
singer from about 800 BCE. Photo © 
Trustees of the British Museum.
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Museum highlights
Collette Dinnigan: Unlaced 
Until 29 January
Features 70 garments designed 
by Australian fashion pioneer 
Collette Dinnigan. Highlights her 
signature lace and embellished 
style favoured by celebrities 
including Taylor Swift and  
Dita Von Teese.

Egyptian Mummies: 
Exploring Ancient Lives
From 10 December
Come face-to-face with six 
ancient Egyptian mummies  
from the British Museum. Use 
the latest technology, including  
3D CT scan visualisations, to  
go beyond the wrappings and 
discover what lies beneath.

Egyptian Antiquities
From 10 December
See the best of the Museum’s 
Egyptian antiquities including a 
collection of Ptolemaic and 
Roman coins, mummy bandage, 
papyri fragments, pottery, 
amulets and figurines. 

Icons
See little known treasures from 
the Museum’s collection and 
rediscover old favourites in an 
exhibition that reinterprets the 
conventional notion of an ‘icon’ 
through the themes of luxury, 
celebrity, status, spirituality, 
value and genius. Download the 
free audio tour maas.museum/
apps.

Tours and talks
Daily exhibition tours, talks and 
demonstrations. Details at the 
information desk.
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Illuminated mannequins wearing lace 
dresses, in Collette Dinnigan.

Annette Kellerman in mermaid 
costume. Photo: State Library of NSW, 
MLMSS6270.

Recollect: Health  
& Medicine
A human skull, surgical 
instruments, apothecary jars, 
dentures, prosthetic eyes, 
cardiac pacemakers and 
cochlear implants are among  
the items that have come out of 
storage for this unusual display. 

Million Dollar Mermaid: 
Annette Kellerman
Costumes, memorabilia and 
movie footage relating to 
Australian swimming legend, 
film star and vaudeville 
entertainer Annette Kellerman. 

Experimentations 
In the newly upgraded 
Experimentations exhibition YOU 
become the scientist, engineer, 
thinker, artist and inventor. It’s a 
space where you can play, 
explore, invent and discover. 

EcoLogic
Discover the science behind 
climate change and global 
warming, and learn what you  
can do to slow it down.

Mars Yard
At this working laboratory you 
may see robotics researchers 
creating the next generation  
of Mars rovers.

Out of Hand:  
Materialising the Digital
Explore the increasingly 
important role of digital 
manufacture in contemporary 
art, science, design and 
architecture. Features works by 
nearly 60 artists, designers and 
architects from around the world 
and MAAS objects.

MicroGravity
A small selection of artworks and 
objects that connect to the 
Gravity (and Wonder) exhibition, 
previously on display at Penrith 
Regional Gallery & The Lewers 
Bequest.

Shape 2016
From 25 February
A selection of outstanding major 
projects from the HSC Design 
and Technology, Industrial 
Technology and Textiles and 
Design courses.

Interface: People, 
Machines, Design
Interface presents some of the 
great consumer products of the 
20th and 21st centuries, and 
examines the methods and 
attitudes of the companies and 
people who designed them. 

Kings Cinema
Daily screenings including 
Annette Kellerman in Venus of 
the South Seas (1924). Details  
at the information desk.

Level 2 Level 1



Visiting with young children? 

Our most popular exhibitions 
with families include Space, 
Transport and The Wiggles 
Exhibition (closed from  
30 January for refurbishment), 
which are all located on level 1. 

A Pop-Up Children’s Space 
(February only) is available for 
the under 5s during the closure 
of The Wiggles Exhibition, which 
will reopen in March 2017.

Explore the newly refreshed 
exhibition Experimentations 
where young visitors can 
become the scientist, engineer, 
thinker, artist and inventor.

Level 1

Free general  
admission for kids Activities may change.  

Ask at the information desk.

Meet the Robots, our robotic 
rovers in the Mars Yard, a 
re-creation of the Martian 
surface.
11 am and 1 pm Mon–Fri
11 am, 12 pm and 1 pm Sat–Sun

Meet Baxter, the social robot, as 
he completes the noughts and 
crosses challenge.

In Recollect: Health & Medicine, 
Play Operation on a life-sized 
playing board, or make an 
origami heart or skull.

You can also access the 
courtyard Playground and 
MAAS Junction café on level 1 
as well as baby change facilities 
and toddlers toilet.

Cafés
Levels 1 and 3
Our cafés are open from 
breakfast, serving quality  
coffee as well as a delicious 
family friendly menu.

Dine indoors or out at MAAS 
Junction on level 1, which 
connects to The Goods Line, or 
MAAS Cafe on level 3 with 
access to Harris Street.

MAAS Store
Level 3
Exit via the MAAS Store to 
purchase a wide range of books, 
gifts and homewares. Profits  
go towards the purchase or 
conservation of objects. 

Members Lounge
Level 3 (entry via level 1)
Complimentary refreshments 
and a children’s play area are 
available for members.

Photography
We welcome personal and 
non-commercial photography 
but please don’t use flash as light 
can damage objects.

Toilets
Toilets and baby change facilities 
are located on all levels.

Free wi-fi
Free wi-fi is available throughout 
the Museum and its cafés. Sign 
in as MAAS visitor. 

Free apps
Download our free app to make 
the most of your visit to the 
Powerhouse Museum, including 
current exhibitions, workshops, 
talks and special events. Access 
a self-guided audio tour to hear 
curators speak about highlights 
of the Icons exhibition. 
maas.museum/apps

The Lab
Level 2
The Lab (previously Thinkspace) 
is a hands-on play space 
dedicated to interactive 
technologies. Offering events 
and workshops featuring 
computer science, digital media, 
game design and making, it’s a 
space you can learn a skill, tinker 
with tools, make a project and 
share ideas. Bookings necessary. 
For more details visit maas.
museum/thelab. 

Lace Study Centre 
Level 2 (Studio 1, The Lab) 
See exquisite lace from around 
the world.

Special needs
For strollers and wheelchairs, 
and information about services 
for visitors with a disability, ask 
at the cloaking desk.

Discount parking 
Harbourside Car Park,  
Pyrmont ($14). 
Novotel Sydney Central, 
Haymarket ($15 Mon–Fri). 

Parking tickets must be validated 
by the machine located in the 
MAAS Store or level 1 entrance.

Grab a coffee or have lunch at MAAS 
Junction, our café on level 1. 

Facilities

For families
A life-sized playing 

board in Recollect: 
Health & Medicine.
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