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Rolling a flat textile onto an acid-free cardboard 
tube is a very efficient, space saving storage 
method. To prepare a textile for storage, see our 
‘Brushing vacuuming’ information sheet on how to 
surface clean a textile. Be sure to remove all pins 
and staples from the textile before storage. If there 
are 3D objects on the textile, such as metal buttons, 
wrap them and give extra support with acid-free 
tissue paper.

Textiles with decorative attachments (beads of 
heavy embroidery); multi-layered or very fragile 
fabrics should be stored flat, not rolled.

It is best to use acid-free cardboard rolls. See our 
Products and Suppliers information sheet on where 
to buy them. If this is not possible, use a cardboard 
roll or PVC drain pipe. The diameter of the tube 
should be 5–15 cm wide and the length should be 
10 cm larger than the textile. To increase the 
diameter, roll cotton wadding or Dacron around the 

outside of the tube. The harmful acids found in a 
cardboard or plastic roll will transfer into your 
textile so you need to create a barrier to stop this 
happening. Do this by covering the roll with 
polyethylene plastic or aluminium foil.

It is good to store textiles in absorbent materials 
such as acid-free tissue or washed cotton sheeting, 
as they help absorb humidity in the atmosphere. 
Once you have rolled your textile, wrap it in a layer 
or two of acid-free tissue or cotton sheeting.

You will need
• acid-free cardboard tube 
• or a cardboard tube covered with aluminium foil 

or polyethylene plastic 
• acid-free, non buffered tissue or pre-washed 

cotton sheeting 
• white, cotton twill tape 
• pencil and acid-free label
• cotton wadding or Dacron to pad out the roll

1. Cover the roll with acid-free tissue or washed 
cotton sheeting.

2. Tuck the ends inside the roll to secure it. 
Place a sheet of acid-free tissue or sheeting on 
the clean table surface. Lay the textile flat, face 
up on the centre of the acid-free tissue, with the 
edges parallel to the edges of the acid-free 
tissue. If a textile is lined, has a pile or 
embroidery, roll it face down. Protect 3D areas 
with extra acid-free tissue padding.

How to create rolled storage for flat textiles



3. If the textile has a fringe, fold the end of the 
acid-free tissue over the fringe before beginning 
to roll.

4. Begin to roll, keeping the textile’s edges aligned 
to the layer of textile already on the roll and 
parallel to the acid-free tissue’s edges. The 
tissue will form an interleaving layer. It is better 
to have two people when rolling large textiles.

5. Roll an extra layer of acid-free tissue or 
sheeting around the tube to protect it from dust. 
Tie the roll loosely with cotton tapes to prevent it 
unrolling. 

6&7. The roll can now be suspended for storage 
in a clean, dark, well ventilated storage area. To 
prevent the textile taking its own weight on a 
shelf, place the rolled textile onto metal or 
wooden dowels in a storage unit.

7. You can also suspend dowels from a wall. 8. Alternatively, the ends of the storage roll can 
be placed on foam, wood or cardboard blocks to 
suspend the textile. Cut out a semicircle to hold 
the roll in place.
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